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Education & Outreach Center 

Conservation  
          Corner 

 If you’ve driven through Manhattan lately, you’ll have likely noticed the construc-
tion activity where the former bowling alley used to be. The GCD has completed Phase I 
of the Education & Outreach Center and has begun Phase II.  
 
 We’ve received tremendous support and sponsorships for the E&O Center  and 
we’d like to acknowledge and give thanks to the organizations thus far. A few folks have 
asked, “How much is this costing? How much taxpayer dollars have been used?” We are 
happy to report that, except for the initial purchase of the lots, not a single cent of taxpayer 
dollars have been used towards the center and it is likely that we will not have to use any.  
 
 The GCD applied for and received a $10,000.00, HB 223 grant from DNRC.  We 
are in the process of applying for a NCF/NACD grant for $10,000.00. Everything else has 
been donated or sponsored including: 
 
Manhattan State Bank; Greenhouse (valued at $12,000.00) 
StoneTek; Granite Path 
Holland Concrete Construction; Pergola pad, GH foundation, & city sidewalk 
Aquatech, Inc; Irrigation System 
Springhill Sod; Low-Moisture Sod 
Knife River; Gravel & Sand 
Kredit Electric; Electrical Services 
Earth Systems Compost; Compost 
Crop Production Services; Fertilizer 
Spring Creek Farms; Topsoil 
Schutter Farms; Topsoil 
H&E Equipment; Skid Steer Rental 
Leep Hay & Grain; Dump Truck Rental 
Val Mencas Excavation; $200.00 
Kanta Products; Landscape Bricks 
B&C Ag Consultants; Soil Tests 
Westscape Nursery;  Xeriscape Plants 
RESPEC; Design Drawings 
 
 We’d also like to thank MSU Extension Service, the BSWC volunteers, MCC vol-
unteers, and the GCD Supervisors for their time and the donation of their farm employee’s 
time. A big thank you to NRCS for their help and support and to all the other volunteers 
for your hard work - we appreciate all of you.  We’re also grateful to the community as eve-
ryone has been super supportive and full of encouragement - thank you! 
 
 Please see page 4 for photos.  
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New GCD Supervisor 

That GCD is pleased to welcome new supervisor, Jason 
Camp, of Belgrade. Jason was appointed by the CD 
Board upon the resignation of Bill Skinner.  
 
Jason and his wife, Jodi, farm and ranch north of Bel-
grade that was operated by Jason's grandparents starting 
in 1940.  They are fourth generation farmers in the Gal-
latin Valley.  The Camp's grow 4000 acres of crops that 
include wheat, barley, and peas and have been in a no-till 
operation for 13 years. They also run 300 Angus/                          
                                             

Gelbvieh cows on nearly 7000 acres that is fenced into 
19 pastures for rotational grazing. 
 

The couple has three children, Cierra and Lacey, who 
are attending college on rodeo scholarships and Caden, 
who is in the eighth grade. Their children have played a 
vital role in the Camp's operation. 
 

Jason has been active on the board of the Montana 
Stockgrowers, Gallatin Valley Beef Producers,  and 4-H. 
 

Welcome aboard, Jason! 

Meeting Room Available  

The conference room at the GCD office is available to 
rent for meetings, workshops, seminars, private events, 
and even farmers markets! 
 

The room can accommodate up to 50 people and 
comes with the use of wi fi tv, whiteboard, tables, and 
chairs. Two new features that will be available in De-
cember are a conference call availability and an audi-
ence response system (ARS). An ARS system includes 
hand held gadgets that allow the audience to partici-
pate in discussions, surveys, training, or testing. The 
instructor or meeting host then has the ability to dis-
play group results which makes for great audience par-
ticipation.  

Cost to rent the meeting room is as follows, which in-
cludes time to set up and return room to original con-
dition: 1-2 hours $25.00; 2-5 hours $50.00; 5-8 hours 
$100.00. The facility can be rented during the day, in 
the evenings, and on weekends. There will be an addi-
tional minimal fee to utilize the ARS system.  
 

Rental of the meeting room also includes use of the 
kitchen and handicap accessible restrooms.  
 

For additional information on the meeting room, 
please visit the GCD website at www.gallatincd.org or 
phone 282-4350 Ext 1 or email: info@gallatincd.org.  

New Natural Resource Extension Agent 

Brad Bauer is Gallatin County’s new Natural Resource Exten-
sion Agent.  Brad joined Gallatin County Extension this July 
and ever since has been busy assisting land-
owners with their forestry needs and provid-
ing wildfire prevention education across Gal-
latin, Meagher, and Park County.  He is look-
ing forward to working closely with a diversi-
ty of private and public partners and getting 
to know the community.   
 
Brad comes to Gallatin County Extension 
after working for The Nature Conservancy 
for the last eight years.  During his time as a 

Scientist and Land Steward for The Nature Conservancy, Brad 
worked throughout western Montana and concentrated on 

areas near Malta and south of Dil-
lon.   
 
Originally from Iowa, Brad moved 
to Montana to attend graduate 
school at Montana State University.  
Brad and his wife are enjoying the 
move back to Gallatin County and 
look forward to spending time ex-
ploring the area.  
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Thank a Veteran - This newsletter will 
likely not be published before Veteran’s 
Day but we would still like to extend our 
gratitude to all active military personnel 
and our thanks to all Veterans for their 
service.  
 

Storm Damage Tour - In August, after 
the horrific hail and wind storm, Senator 
Tester and Governor Bullock toured por-
tions of Gallatin County to view the dam-
age first hand. One of the sites was on a  
CD Supervisor’s farm and below is a photo 
of a damaged corn field and grain bins.  

Wishing everyone a Happy  
Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and 

Happy New Year!! 

Of Interest - Map of the Bakken: 

The CD had a busy summer working on 
the E&O Center. Other activities include 
participation at the 310 State Committee 
meeting, participation at the Weed Manag-
er meeting, and participation on the Coun-
ty Planning Board. We also held a Farmers 
Market during the Potato Festival and con-
servation trees were handed out from the 
Fire Hall in April. The CD also sponsored 
well testing cost share and nine people par-
ticipated, and we also sponsored 50% weed 
cost share along the canyon and seven peo-
ple participated in that program.  

November December January 

 No Regular Board Mtg 5 310 Applications Due 1 New Year’s Holiday 

11 Veterans Day Holiday 10-11 310 Inspections 2 310 Applications Due 

28 Thanksgiving Holiday 19 Board Meeting,  10:00 7-8 310 Inspections 

29 Office closed 25 Christmas Holiday 16 Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

26-27 Office Closed 20 Martin Luther King Holiday   

Board meetings are held at  the CD Conference Room, 120 South 5th Street, Manhattan MT.  

The office is closed on holidays. 

 

I dream of a 

better 

tomorrow, 

where chickens 

can cross the 

road and not be 

questioned 

about their 

motives.  
-anonymous 

Some or all of the writings in this newsletter may not necessarily reflect the views of the Board of Supervisors, the 
staff, or both, or neither.   
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RRGL Grant 
The GCD was awarded a $100,000 RRGL ( Renewable Resource Grant Program) grant through DNRC for the 
Darlington Ditch Enhancement Project at Cobblestone Fishing Access. This project will restore approximately 
two miles of the ditch while improving water quality and quantity for irrigators and improving fisheries. The ditch, 
often referred to as a ‘spring creek’, is maintained by the Madison Dike and Drain District and the GCD will work 
with the District throughout the project. Montana FWP and Trout Unlimited have also committed funds for resto-
ration work which will complement this project greatly. Once a contractor is selected via the bid process, the work 
is expected to be completed by April, 2014.  
 
HB 223 Grant 
In May, the GCD was awarded a $10,000 HB 223 Grant for the Education & Outreach Center. In March, GCD 
Supervisor Bill Wright, former supervisor Bill Skinner, District Administrator Marcie Murnion, and BSWC Mem-
ber Erin Wall motored to Helena and gave a presentation to the RCAC Committee who awarded the funding. 
Twenty-two conservation districts applied for funding in the amount of $307,817 and a total of $164,080 was 
awarded.  
 
Capacity Grant 
In July, the GCD applied for a $5000.00 Capacity Grant to help sponsor another AmeriCorps Member or to hire 
additional staff for 2014. The objective of the grant is to secure funding that will be used for the Member or em-
ployees time spent in the Education and Outreach Center. The District was recently notified that it was awarded 
the grant and will receive the funds in 2014.  
 
National Conservation Foundation/Presidents Association Conservation District Award Program  
The GCD is in the process of applying for this grant in the amount of $10,000.00 for the Education & Outreach 
Center. This is open to all CD’s across the USA and three finalist are chosen. The winner will be selected at the 
NACD Convention in Anaheim CA in February. Fingers crossed!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GCD Grants Awarded 

Left: MSU Extension, Master 

Gardeners, and others plant-

ing the xeriscape yard. 

Right: Supervisor Sherwin 

Leep and son Brendon help-

ing out. 

Below: The owner of 

StoneTek, Shane, giving the 

NRCS crew some tips while 

installing granite pavers. 

http://www.nacdnet.org/news/ncf-pa-award
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NRCS is hosting a Soil Health Workshop on November 19th 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the GranTree Inn in Bozeman.  Cost is 
$15.00 and includes lunch. Below are the featured speakers:  
 
Doug Peterson, Grazing Conservationist for NRCS, MO 
Doug Peterson, Grazing Conservationist for NRCS, has con-
siderable experience with high density grazing systems, more 
commonly referred to as ‘mob grazing.’ The main goal behind 
high stock density is to building soil health, while maintaining 
and/or improving animal performance. Doug will explain im-
portant considerations and the “how to’s” of implementing the 
tool of high stock density, which can increase soil organic mat-
ter and in turn soil health. Improving your soil health can re-
duce the need for chemical fertilizers, in turn saving you money 
on inputs, and allowing for greater profits.  
  
Brendon Rockey, Rockey Farms, Alamosa, CO 
Brendon Rockey is a third generation potato farmer from Cen-
ter, Colorado. He, along with his brother, raises 250 acres of 
specialty potatoes for both certified seed sales and for the fresh 
market. Rockey Farms has always been known for their innova-
tion and leadership. They were the first certified seed producers 
in Colorado to build their own tissue culture lab and green-
house for mini-tuber production, and they were the first to 
grow fingerling potatoes in the U.S. They continue to redefine 
how potatoes can be raised by focusing on soil health. They 
currently rotate their potato crop with a multi-species green 
manure crop, and they have implemented companion cropping 
in their potatoes this year. By focusing on the soil health, they 
have been able to maintain yield, drastically improve the quality 

of the crop, and they have done it all while decreasing the in-
puts that are required to grow the crop. They no longer use any 
commercial fertilizer, and they have eliminated their dependen-
cy on toxic chemicals. Their farm has become a regular stop for 
soil health tours, as they believe strongly in sharing the 
knowledge they have gained. 
  
Jerry Doan, Black Leg Ranch, McKenzie, ND 
Jerry Doan ower/operator of Black Leg Ranch, a ranching 
business started in 1882 by his Great Grandfather. The ranch is 
located near McKenzie, North Dakota, in southern Burleigh 
County. Jerry manages this family based business with his wife 
Renae, and sons Jeremy, Jay and Jayce. They also have a daugh-
ter Shanda that lives in Texas with her husband Don and two 
boys.  
This multi- generational ranch consists of several enterprises 
including: cow-calf, custom grazing, and cash cropping. Jerry’s 
sons have added an additional layer to the landscape with a 
wildlife guiding, hunting, and agritourism operation called Roll-
ing Plains Adventures. The Doan’s strive to improve their natu-
ral resources and management of wildlife and livestock. They 
are working hard to improve soil health with cover crops, inten-
sive grassland management, and other tools. In addition, they 
are also working to improve their bottom line by winter graz-
ing, calving in sync with nature, no-till cropping, and other 
practices to better utilize the resource. 
 
To register please contact Kristen at 587-6852 or email at:  
Kristin.Fletcher@mt.usda.gov 
 

Soil Health Workshop in Bozeman 

 Justin Meissner of Townsend is the new Supervisory District 
Conservationist serving Broadwater and Gallatin Counties. 
 
Justin was born and raised in Circle, MT. He served 6.5 years in 
the US Army where he spent six months in Somalia in Opera-
tion Restore Hope, one year in South Korea as a Diesel Me-
chanic, and he finished his service in 1997 in Fort Carson, CO.  
 
After serving in the Army, Justin worked for the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe railroad for 2.5 years in Glendive. He then 
started school at MSU in the fall of 1999 where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Land Rehabilitation and a minor in Soil 
Science. 
 
Since college he’s been full time with NRCS starting in  Phil-
lipsburg in 1993 at Soil Conservationist. He transferred to Big 
Sandy for eight months then in 2006 accepted District Conser-

vationist position in Roundup., He spent three years in Round-
up and started the Sage Grouse initiative which has been ex-
panded to 11 states and was a multi agency effort.  
 
In August of 2009 he accepted the DC job in Townsend where 
working with BCCD and LWG helped develop Deep Creek 
Rehabilitation strategy, following the 2011 flood. 
 
In April 2013 he was promoted to Supervisory DC in Broadwa-
ter and Gallatin Counties. 
 
In May 2006 he and Melissa were married and they have one 
daughter, Kila, who’s 4.5. In his spare time he likes to hunt and 
fish.  
 

New Gallatin/Broadwater DC  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



PO Box 569 
Manhattan, MT  59741 

406-282-4350 

www.gallatincd.org 

Meet the New 

Extension Agent 

 

As of January 2013, Emily Lockard is the new Agriculture 

Extension Agent for Gallatin County MSU Extension. 

She has a B.S. in Animal Science with a Minor in Psychol-

ogy from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 

Obispo and a M.S. in Range Science from Utah State Uni-

versity.  

 

After Emily graduated from Utah State University she 

worked at her family’s farm outside of Moscow Idaho for 

a year. In 2009 she started as the Range and Natural Re-

sources Extension Agent for Colorado State University 

Extension in Pueblo Colorado and was there for 3 ½ 

years.   

 

 

 

Emily moved to Gal-

latin County with her 

Australian Shepherd, 

Ruby, and they are 

both excited to now 

call such a beautiful 

place home. When 

Emily isn’t working 

she can be found ex-

ploring her new Coun-

ty and State with Ruby. 

 
Welcome aboard,  
Emily! 
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Useless Facts? 

 If a frog’s mouth is held open for too long the frog will suffocate. 

 Butterflies cannot fly if their body temperature is less than 86 degrees.  

 The average garden variety caterpillar has 248 muscles in its head.  

 Dueling is legal in Paraguay as long as both parties are registered blood donors.  

 Wearing headphones for just an hour will increase the bacteria in your ear by 700 times.  


