


2022 At a Glance

As we transition into 2023, Gallatin Conservation District sta� are reflecting on our
e�orts and accomplishments throughout the past year. Together, we expanded the
variety of programs we o�er, grew our Pollinator Initiative to more than 130
participants, and trained several volunteers to assist us with garden maintenance. We
witnessed a resounding theme this year: partnership. Collaboration between sta�,
supervisors, other districts, and volunteers supported us in growing stronger as an
organization.

The Gallatin Conservation District is pleased to share a glimpse of our e�orts outlined
in the 2022 Annual Report. To learn more about the 310 permitting overview, district
changes, and successes we experienced this year, continue reading. Sta�, supervisors,
and volunteers strive to uphold the Gallatin Conservation District mission: “To
promote and guide the conservation and management of natural resources in Gallatin
County.” We look forward to serving the district and strengthening partnerships in
2023.

Lessons from �e Garden

No Mistakes, Just Lessons Learned Importance of Community

We learned so much from trying new things Participating in the weekly Farmers
in the Education and Outreach Center this Market, hosting monthly education
summer. When a design or plant didn’t grow          programs, and tabling at community
according to plan, we worked to rectify the events has allowed us to spread the
situation. These “mistakes” often resulted in        Gallatin Conservation District name
new accomplishments. and mission.

“If everyone is moving f�ward toge�er, �en success takes care of itself.”



Programs and Services

Pollinator Initiative

September 2022 marked our second full year of the Gallatin
Pollinator Initiative. Since 2020 we have been able to work with over
130 landowners to provide free pollinator seed to create habitat for
pollinator species. Plot sizes ranged from small suburban backyard
plots to 5,000 sq. ft. parcels of land. This year we received another
grant through DNRC to add a third pollinator mix, host educational
workshops, and distribute seeds and materials to other districts in
southwest Montana.

Cost Share Programs

Gallatin CD: We provide cost-share assistance to private landowners in Gallatin
County for several di�erent natural resource/conservation projects. GCD will fund up
to 50% of a project, usually with a maximum amount of $1,000.00.

- $3,000 Allocated
- $1,000 Paid

Well Testing: Gallatin CD o�ers a cost-share opportunity in support of the Well
Educated, free well testing kits program in Gallatin County. Participants can be
reimbursed up to 75% of their well-testing costs using the Well Educated Program.

- $1,118 Paid
National Water Quality Initiative: GCD received a 223 grant to help o�set costs to
producers who want to improve water quality in Camp and Godfrey Creek.

- $13,400 Allocated

Fire Recovery: GCD received a 223 grant to o�er cost-share to private landowners
a�ected by the Bridger Foothills fire. Participants rehabilitated areas that were most
susceptible to erosion, sediment loading, and weed infestation.

- $47,800.85 Paid

Montana Conservation Seedling Nursery Trees
Every spring, GCD helps promote and distribute seedlings from the DNRC
Montana Conservation Seedling Nursery.

- 39 participants
- 9,398 plants ordered (8,558 were trees/shrubs)



Manhattan Farmers Market
In addition to tabling at events in Gallatin County, sta� at the CD took over the
Manhattan Farmers Market in 2020. We manage the weekly market during the
summer and spend the rest of the year planning. In addition to our manager's table,
GCD sta�s a table to promote services and provide educational opportunities.

Rolling Rivers Trailer
The assembly of the “Rolling Rivers” trailer was
completed and made available for use in 2022. This
trailer demonstrates how watersheds function. The
trailer contains sand molded into winding rivers lined
with props, such as vegetation or animals. Powered by a
solar panel, the flip of a switch brings the simulation to
life by running water through the virtual watershed.
Gallatin CD sta� used the trailer for numerous
programs and school events this year.

Active Grants

Completed
- MACD (SWCDM) Grant- Watershed Stewardship Funding ($10,975), completed

12/31/2021
- MACD Water Quality Mini-Grant- Rolling Rivers Trailer ($1,310), completed

9/2/2022
- DNRC Environmental Contingency Account - Bridger Foothills Fire Rehab

($53,112.05), completed 9/28/2022
- DNRC Mini Education Grant- Monforton School ($950), completed 10/29/2022
- DNRC Watershed Management Grant - LGWProject Planning & Community

Outreach ($8,900), completed 12/5/2022
- DDNRC 223 Grant - Camp/Godfrey Creek Rehab ($14,000)

In Progress
- NRC 223 Grant - Invasive Species Edu Trailer ($10,000)
- DNRC RFP Funding - Area 6 Pollinator Initiative ($37,500)

2022 Managed Grant Funds Total: $136,747.05



Worth Noting

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Irrigation Grants: GCD is sponsoring 4 canal
companies’ ARPA contracts. These projects will make improvements that benefit
irrigation and water quality within their canal systems and the greater watershed.

-  Valley Ditch Godfrey Canyon Siphon and Blowo� Project
- High Line Canal Improvement Project
- Farmers Canal South Headgate Rehabilitation Project
- Dry Creek Irrigation Canal Improvement Project

Education and Community Outreach
Throughout 2022, we worked diligently to
increase the frequency and variety of our
programs. GCD sta� o�ered educational
opportunities for schools, summer camps,
and community members year-round. We
frequently utilized the macroinvertebrate
trunk, Rolling Rivers trailer, and Ag
education toolkit for our programs.

Nestled between buildings in Manhattan lies
a prolific demonstration garden and
education space: The Education and Outreach
Center. This area provides us and the
community with a beautiful outdoor learning
space. The main purpose of this space is to
demonstrate di�erent types of conservation
landscaping, native plant communities, and
sustainable gardening methods (including
composting and native gardening
techniques). We hosted numerous events and
workshops in the Education and Outreach
Center this year and attended many more
events throughout the county.

2022 education/outreach events



M�t �e Team

Montana Association of Conservation District Awards
In November of 2022, Gallatin CD sta� attended the MACD
Annual Convention in Helena. We were proud to walk away
with a couple of awards for the district, including the
Community Conservation award.

Board of Supervisors
Loren Blanksma, Chair 310 Consultants
Sherwin Leep, Vice Chair Mike Rotar, RESPEC Consulting
Mike Hansen Matt Johnson, RESPEC Consulting
Jason Camp Buddy Drake, Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Bob Logar Mike Duncan, Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Tammy Swinney
Briana Schultz
John Schutter, Associate Supervisor

Volunteers
Gallatin CD would like to thank each and every volunteer that put in time in the
Education and Outreach Center, attended a garden planting, or a community work day.
We appreciate your time and hard work at the local Conservation District!



2023 Big Sky Watershed Corps Program (BSWC)
We had the pleasure of hosting Gillian Rowe as our BSWC member for the past two
terms. Throughout the 2022 term of service, Gillian continued to lead the Gallatin
Pollinator Initiative and assisted the CD with various outreach and education
programs. Gillian recently accepted a position in Spokane at the Inland Northwest
Land Trust in communications and philanthropy.

In November, Gallatin CD was approved to host a new member, Bea McNamara, for
the MCC Soil Corps program. Bea will share her time between us and Broadwater CD to
implement soil health projects in our counties. Bea will focus on soil testing,
education, and promoting proper soil health techniques.

An Excerpt from Ga�atin CD Staff

“It is a joy and privilege to work and teach in the Education and Outreach Center
garden. For the past five years, we have hosted a Summer Stewards youth education
series in the garden area. Through this weekly program, we make learning about
conservation exciting through hands-on games and activities.

The Education and Outreach Center is a perfect place to invite guest speakers, explore
the surroundings, observe nature, grow food, and share it with neighbors and friends.
Working or playing in a garden provides purpose and appreciation of nature. We often
hear people say “I didn’t even know this was here,” when referencing the entire
garden area.

One of the newest events we hosted in this
area was a Farm to Table dinner. All of the
food for this event was either grown or
bought locally. Our deck provided a perfect
place for music and special speakers. We had
Future Farmers of America (FFA) students
serve the food and the money raised went to
their programs. If you get a chance to stop by
next summer, visit us in the Education and
Outreach Center. We love making new
friends.”

-Leia Miller, Education Specialist Stop by 123 S Broadway St, Manhattan next summer!



Gi�y
Gallatin Conservation District is happy to have partners like the Four Corners
Foundation and Gallatin Watershed Council to make our wishes a reality! We have
partnered with these organizations to design Gilly, an online platform for users to
submit 310 applications. Gilly can also be used in the administration of 310 permits
and information from applications can be used to see project location maps for each
county. GCD also submitted a resolution to MACD with the hopes of bringing Gilly to
all Montana Conservation Districts and it was supported by conservation districts
across the state.  GCD and the development team have been working on this project for
multiple years and we’re excited to have a workable product to help move 310
administration online.

We’re excited to announce that we’ve  been invited to the National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) annual meeting in February 2023 to showcase Gilly to
conservation districts across the nation!

310 Permits Processed
Year to Date as of 12/16/2022:

111 applications/emergencies/complaints/jurisdictional determinations

        OTHER
(URBAN,

UTILITIES,
ROADS)

AG
RELATED

FORESTRY
RELATED

MINING
RELATEDDecision/Type TOTAL

Approved as
Proposed 15 11 18 44

Approved with
Modifications 7 8 10 25

Denied 5 3 8
Withdrawn/

Not a Project/
Canceled

2 2 3 7

Emergencies 4 2 6
Complaints 1 4 2 7
Arbitrations 0

Extension
Requests 3 4 7

Jurisdictional
Determinations 7 7

Total 29 33 0 49 111



Looking into 2023
As we move into 2023, GCD  sta� plan to continue o�ering and expanding our
programs and services to Gallatin County residents. We aim to increase our online
presence, enhance our adult education curriculum, and strengthen community ties. In
2022, we completely revamped our monthly newsletter, improved our digital
footprint, and increased program advertising. Stay connected with the Gallatin
Conservation District online!

Stay Connected

@gallatincd
@manhattan_farmers_market

@gallatinconservationdistrict
@manhattanfarmersmarket

@Gallatin Conservation District

Sign up for the Gallatin CD newsletter, Garden Grit, on our website!

Contact Us

Core O�ce Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 AM - 3 PM

O�ce: 120 S 5th St, Suite B104   ⼁ Mailing: PO Box 569 Manhattan, MT 59741

Phone: 406-282-4350

District Administrator: becky@gallatincd.org

Natural Resource Specialist: elizabeth@gallatincd.org

Education and Outreach Director: sydney@gallatincd.org

mailto:becky@gallatincd.org
mailto:elizabeth@gallatincd.org
mailto:sydney@gallatincd.org



